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2026 ALDO LEOPOLD FESTIVAL

For detailed descriptions of each event, visit www.aldoleopoldfestival.org

Wednesday, May 27  
START TIME        END TIME           EVENT 
8:00 AM        3:00 PM        Hike the North Country Trail 
8:00 AM        3:00 PM        Wetland & Wetland Plants of Fulmer Lake 
9:00 AM        3:00 PM        Treasures Underfoot: Discovering Rocks & Local Geology 
9:00 AM        4:00 PM        Alvars, Forests, and Shorelines of Drummond Island 
9:30 AM        4:00 PM        Niagara Escarpment Adventure by ATV (Drummond Island) 
1:00 PM        4:00 PM        Intro to Creating Natural Stovetop Dyes 
4:00 PM        8:30 PM        Capturing Nature with Smartphone Photography 
5:00 PM       6:00 PM       Who Was Aldo Leopold and Why Do We Have a  
                                              Festival in Hessel/Cedarville, MI That Honors Him? 
 
Thursday, May 28 
START TIME        END TIME           EVENT 
5:30 AM        9:00 AM        Birding By Ear 
7:00 AM        10:00 AM      Birding the Woollam Preserve 
8:00 AM        11:00 AM      Lovable Lichens and Mosses 
8:00 AM        11:00 AM      Sphagnum 101: Field ID and Peatland Ecology 
8:30 AM        11:30 AM      Carnivorous Plants 
8:30 AM        11:30 AM      Intro to Edible Plants & Mushrooms 
9:00 AM        12:-00 PM     Hiking the Derby Preserve 
9:00 AM        12:00 PM      Spring Ephemerals Walk 
9:30 AM        12:30 PM      Carmeuse Quarry Tour 
10:00 AM      12:00 PM      Tour of the Maple Hardwoods Mill 
11:30 AM      1:00 PM        Lunch and Learn: Recreation and the Economy 
1:00 PM        4:00 PM        Loveable Lichen and Mosses 
1:30 PM        4:30 PM        Wild Pigments: Crafting and Painting with Natural Watercolors 
2:00 PM        5:00 PM        The Fish Thief: Invaders of the Great Lakes 
2:00 PM        5:00 PM        Intro to Edible Plants and Mushrooms 
2:00 PM        5:00 PM        Hiking the Mertaugh Preserve 
2:00 PM        5:00 PM        The Sound of Nature: Light Movement, Natural Meditation & Zen Craft 
2:00 PM        5:00 PM        Sphagnum 101: Field ID and Peatland Ecology 
6:00 PM       8:00 PM       LIVE Raptors Show 
6:00 PM        9:00 PM        Bird Rarities of the Eastern Upper Peninsula 
8:30 PM        1:00 AM        Owl Banding with Friends of Whitefish Point 
 
Friday, May 29 
START TIME        END TIME           EVENT 
5:30 AM        9:00 AM        Birding By Ear 
7:00 AM        11:00 AM      Wetland Birds of Munuscong Bay 
7:45 AM        12:00 PM      Exploring in Aldo Leopold’s Paddlestokes  (Register at Woods & Waters) 

 

 

START TIME        END TIME           EVENT 
8:00 AM        4:00 PM        Explore Seney Wildlife Refuge 
8:30 AM        11:30 AM      Orchids and Wildflowers Walk 
9:00 AM         11:00 AM      Experimental Whitefish Hatchery Tour 
9:00 AM        12:00 PM      Freshwater Ecology 
9:00 AM        12:00 PM      Exploring the Gerstacker Preserve 
11:00 AM      12:00 PM      Avian Coloration: When Nature Breaks the Rules 
1:00 PM        2:00 PM        Recycling in the EUP: Challenges, Changes, and Opportunities 
1:00 PM         4:00 PM         Modern Trail Stewardship in Leopold's Footsteps: Active Volunteer  
                                                     and Discussion Session with The Nature Conservancy  
1:00 PM        4:00 PM        Fern Walk 
1:00 PM        4:00 PM        Spring Ephemeral Walk  
2:00 PM        4:00 PM        The Cormorant Issue 
2:00 PM        5:00 PM        Exploring the Gerstacker Preserve 
3:00 PM        6:00 PM        Keeping a Nature Journal with artist Carol Hubbard 
6:00 PM        9:00 PM        Bird Rarities of the Eastern Upper Peninsula 
7:00 PM       9:00 PM       Restoring Our Relationship with Manoomin 
8:30 PM        1:00 AM        Owl Banding with Friends of Whitefish Point 
 
 
Saturday, May 30 
START TIME        END TIME           EVENT 
5:30 AM        9:00 AM        Birding By Ear 
7:00 AM        11:00 AM      Wetland Birds of Munuscong Bay 
8:30 AM        11:30 AM      Intro to Edible Plants and Mushrooms 
8:30 AM        11:30 AM      Carnivorous Plants 
9:00 AM        12:00 PM      Vernal Pools: Seasonal Wetland and Citizen Science 
9:00 AM        12:00 PM      Precious Pollinators 
9:00 AM        12:00 PM      Intro to Foraging 
9:00 AM        1:00 PM        Maxton Plains Preserve - Alvar Grassland Community  
11:00 AM      12:00 PM      Great Lakes Bird Migration 
1:00 PM        3:00 PM        Dead Moose on Isle Royale 
1:00 PM        4:00 PM        Keeping a Nature Journal with artist Carol Hubbard 
2:00 PM        4:00 PM        Aldo, the Naturalist Map, and You 
2:00 PM        5:00 PM        Intro to Edible Plants and Mushrooms 
2:00 PM         5:00 PM         Precious Pollinators 
6:00 PM       8:00 PM       Picnic Dinner and Presentations 
 
Sunday, May 31 
START TIME        END TIME           EVENT 
7:00 AM        11:00 AM      Wetland Birds of Munuscong Bay 
7:00 AM        11:00 AM      Birding the Woollam Preserve 
8:00 AM        11:00 AM      Birding Les Cheneaux Hotspots by Car 
8:00 AM        11:00 AM      Secretive March Birds 
8:30 AM        11:00 AM      Orchids & Wildflowers Walk

BOLD items are special evening programs.

EVENTS AT A GLANCE


